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MONTHLY KETBOSPECT OF POLITICS. 



AT the conclusion of the last month 
we looked forward to the pre- 
sent with an indescribable sensatioti of 
mixed iiopes and fears. After tlie great 
potentates (whose meeting at Krfurtb, 
seemed like the conjunction of two pla- 
nets hosfile to human repose) liad se- 
parated, to put into execution the plans 
there medhated, we thought ere (his 
that tin; mighty and full-charged ma- 
chine would have exploded. Yet whe- 
ther these conjunctions be favourable 
or fortbodiiig to the best interests trf 
humanity, wiiefher such iiraehines be 
really internal, or fraught with bles- 
sings to mankind, it is, perhaps, pre- 
snature, peremptorily to decide. We 
live in a region of clouds, situated far 
below the clear and serene observato- 
ry of the philosophic historian, vvlio 
will be enabled to form a better jitdg- 
ment of the real nature of such e- 
vents, by having observed their con- 
sequences. Tiie fate of Europe is 
still in suspense. Schemes big with 
the fate of Empires, require lime 
to develope. But though the grand 
decision ot the political liberty of 
Europe is still undetermined, much has 
occurred worthy of reflection. Por- 
tugal has changed masters ; Spain still 
makes vigorous and jjersevering efibrts 
at emancipation ; Austria seems to 
have had a with to prepare for some 



new convulsion ; Turkey rouses its 
mighty resources; Kussia perseveres 
in the scheme traced by its coadjutor 
in the west ; Sweden still attempts re- 
sistance; England calls out with in- 
creasing importunity for inquiry and 
justice; Ireland is silent. All form a 
group to strike us v<ith awe and asto- 
nishment ; each figure presents itself in 
a new attitude, equally capable of ar« 
resting our atteBtion. 

PORTUGAl.. 

When this country had been libera- 
ted from tlie yoke, we were led to ex- 
pect important changes ill its interna! 
arrangeitients. A change has taken 
place, great, important and impres- 
sive, a change of masters. The Eng- 
lish have e.vpelled tlie French, and 
assumed their place. General Hope 
succeeds to Junot, and Britisli soldiers 
are employed iu place of their prede. 
cessors, ararguments in the hands of 
the military ruler of the day, to de- 
monstrate the blessings derived to the 
people from tlieir present government. 
That the people have beneJitted by the 
change there IS little doubt. The cool, 
systematic temperamejit of their pre- 
siJiit governors is, certainly, more ac- 
ceptable to the feelings of a haughty, 
tiiough indolent nation, than the do- 
mineering vanity of their former mas- 
ttra. They are not plundered, nov 
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wantonly insulted ; Init as a nation 
<\okling a place in the great jiolitical 
commonwealth of Europe, or even as 
a government possessed of eerlain 
riglits which ifceU aloive ought to regu- 
late, its goml effects may be prohlenia- 
tical. " Woe" says the Kaslein pro- 
verb " to the natioji in whose concerns 
foreigners interfere." It ceases at o/ice 
lo be an independent nation ; it becomes 
a province of the officious ally. 'I'hc 
people of fortugal themselves feel sen- 
sible of this, and the expression of tliis 
sentiment has been discovered tt) us by 
the very means used to repress it. On 
the coniirnialion of articles at Cintra, a 
jealousy api)eared in the protected 
against the jirotivtors, arising from a 
feeling of national honour. The hoist- 
ing of a standard gave vent to it ; it 
expressed itself, and the cause of of- 
fijnce was removed. 

It might have been a mistake, an 
oversight, a transient ebullition of na- 
tional vanity atthe moment of triumph; 
let it have been what it may, it was 
corrected. 'Ihe KnglLsh marched into 
Lisbon; we might have saiil, took pos- 
session of it. A military edict, to 
prevent disturbances, was ptd:)lished 
by the English General. This too, 
might be tolerated. Previous to the 
embarkation of the French, and their 
adherents, it might have been a uiearis 
of preventing the probable consequen- 
ces of mutual irritation, between tiiem 
and the Portuguese. We pass ovir 
the objection of the English General 
obtruding himself in place of the na- 
tional Executive, 'j'he goveniment 
iidglit have been, as yet, unorganized ; 
and the circumstances of the moment 
might have required a sacrilice to ini- 

ferious necessity. But when the 
rench and their adherents were re- 
moved, when all the danger was over, 
why still continue the coercion I" Why, 
when the disordered part was eradi- 
cated, still apply the blister or the 
cautery i Why not permit the consti- 
tution to recover its pristine vigour 
and sanity, l)y the natural action of its 
inleinal agents? Good reasons, no doubt, 
can be alledgcd for all (his; good, in- 
deed, and imperious they must be, 
to prove the necessity of a system 
■which has already produced some hud 
pfi'ects, and which Ibrebodes still worse. 
'I'he people are distonttnted J and Jipt 



only a part of ffie English force in 
Portugal, the whole of v»tiich is so 
necessary elsewhere, is left behind, as 
a species of police officers, either to 
controul the nominal governmeiil, or 
under them to controul the people ; 
hut a part of the armament at Corunna 
is iletached from the theatre of glory 
to tliij honourahie service. We are 
told there is an English and French- 
party in Portugal. It was to be hopeit 
that the arlicle of the convention 
which secuied Portuguese delinqnenls 
from the vengeance of their country 
Mas framed to prevent this; their per- 
sons are saved, but their political ex- 
istence still remains. 'Ihe bad effects 
of this coercive protection is more ex- 
tended. The Convention of Cintra 
cannot have raised our character with 
the Spanish Patriots. Onr subsequent 
measures must have lowered it much. 
The former must lead them to suspect 
a dereliction of the interests of 
our friends, the latter can scarcely fail 
of inducing them to attribute unwor- 
thy motives to us in so doing. The 
caution with which they have received 
our hasty strides to alliance and sup- 
port will encrease, suspicion take place 
of new-formed confidence, and the in- 
triguing spirit of our enemy will not 
let slip tbe opj)ortunity of fomenting 
discord. Ill every court of Europe 
we may expect to hear our hollow- 
hearted friendshi)) with Portugal al- 
ledged as an incontroreitible proof 
of the ambitious spirit that actu- 
ates onr councils. "Not content," 
it will be said, " with usurping \.\w 
empire of the sea, these haughty islan<l- 
ers wish to establish a territorial em- 
pire on the continent of Europe, as 
they have already <loiie in Asia, by 
arrogating their right of dominion over 
their allies, by treating as suiijects 
those who riceived tliem as friends." 
It is, however some consolation, that 
the English nation is wholly free from 
tlie guilt or the imprudence of this 
transaction. '1 he Ministers have taken 
upon themselves the whole responsibi- 
lity. Occuring during the recess of par- 
liament ; the'iiatiou could not express 
its sentiments; and though the ap- 
pointed lime of assembling that body 
took phue duiing these occurrences, 
the nunislers either thinking them not 
sufliciently impoitam to demand any 
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extraordinary notice of the liigb court of 
the nation, or depending on their ability 
to supply the proper remedy, have 
postponetl the assembling of it till the 
usual time of meeting, when it does 
meet, we trust the voice of the peo- 
ple will be heard. 

SPAIV. 

The North of Spain is now the fo- 
cus of Political specuUtion. Mucli 
depei)ds on the transactions tlicrc. 
Should patriotism baffle the designs 
of ambition, we do not cherish the 
idle hope that the newly formed dy- 
jiasty in France will be annihilated, 
but it may be contined within its 
proper limits ; should the patriots fail 
Jn their eflbrts (aud sincere and fer- 
vent as must be our wishes for the 
success of such a cause) we see suf- 
Jicient reason to fear for the worst. 
The French armies, notwithstanding 
the superiority of numbers opposed 
to them, have been able to maintain 
their defensive position in Navarre 
ami Biscay, and even at times to 
make successful advances. 'J"he 
.Spaniards seem to be cautious of 
Jiazavding a decisive battle against 
troops formidable even after defeat. 
They seem to wish to accustom their 
raw levies to the sight of their oj)- 
})oiients, and to waste the enemies' 
forces by a species of harrassing 
blockade. Had they been able to 
carry such a plan into eflect previous 
to the arrival of the long expected 
succours from France, it might have 
been decisive, but the opportunity is 
now lost. Nnnjerous reinforcements 
licaded by Bojiaparte himself, have 
crossed the Pyrenees. Had we no 
other testimony of their arrival his 
preRence would have been a co/ivin- 
cing proof of it. It is well known, 
that where he appears, he is attend- 
ed by an overpowering host. We 
find liim now surrounded by a vrowd 
of officers almost grey in the arts of 
war. Among tlie rest we notice Ju- 
not, (or as he is tilled by the agents 
of the British ministry, the Due 
d'.4brantes.) ''Ihe sentiments of 
tiie Freucii ruler, respecting his con- 
duct in Portugal, may be best 
judged of by his so soon again ap- 
pearing )u a con/idential situation lu 
his train, lie no doubt attends to 
add bis local knowledge to the milir 



tary skill of his fellows. The effects 
of bis appearance are already evi- 
denced by the eonimenceroent of of- 
fensive operations. General Blake 
after an obstinate resistance has been 
forced to jield to superior numbers 
and discipline. But though he has yield- 
ed Ills post, he has not forfeited his ho- 
nour. The obstinate resistance made 
by his soldiers, evince, we trust, the 
true spirit of Liberty. If the spirit 
be fostered by the acting government, 
there are yet hopes of final success, 
But if, actuated by the narrow poli- 
cies oi an exclusive party, they ne- 
glect the people, if freed from the 
controvil of monarchy, they attempt 
to erect an aristocracy, the people, 
sensible of no change, but that of 
many masters for one, will not 
be ardent in tljc cause ; their spi- 
rit will quickly be dam)>ed. When 
they have lost the consciousness of 
self-importance, they have lost the 
spring which enables them to act a- 
gatnst the mighty force that presses 
on them. 'I'he supreme central Junt% 
has not yet had time to develope its 
views ; its members do not as yet 
know, nor are they known to each 
other ; the only important public act 
is the nomination of a commissioner, 
intended either as a check, or an ad- 
viser to their generals. The differ- 
ence between Cuesta and Blake, may 
have suggested the utility of such au 
officer. The independence which 
from the nature of their service 
the generals iiave hitherto enjoy- 
ed, may require to be curbed. 
A link of communication may be 
wanting between the armies and the 
e.vecutive; a nerve- to guide the hand 
■by the dictates of the head. Yet it 
is much 10 be feared that a haugli- 
ty nobility, who have once tasted the 
sweets of power, will not readily paiv 
ticipate it with the people. If they 
have the magnanimity to sacrifice 
private passions, and private interest 
to the public welfare, they will prove 
themselves worthy to du'ect the e- 
nergics of a people resolved to be 
free. 

The effect produced by the suc- 
cession of revolutions in Lurope, on 
South -iVmerican settlements, has not 
bi'en duty estimated. It is well known 
th<»t the Spuaiiih colonies in the uew 
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*orld, arc linked to Ihe mother 
country by a very slender chain. 
They pay to her the kind of homage 
given by the Satraps to the Kings of 
Persia, during the decline of tliat 
empire, acknowledging obedience and 
paying tribute more from a motive 
of interest, than a feeling of duty. 
The chief men, there, in hopes of raw- 
ijig themselves a step higher in the 
scale of ambition, may seize tl.e pre- 
sent opportunity of separating them- 
selves, and forming a distinct and in- 
dependent government. Such a pro- 
ceeding would be a deatily blow to 
Spain. Even at present, lliough sup- 
ported by the mines of Peru, they 
are in want of every tiling requisite 
10 the organization ot an army^ J hey 
look to England for arms, clothes, 
and money. And this latter power 
now feels herself obligeti to disgorge 
the treasure seized at the commence- 
fiient of the Spanish war, in her pre- 
datory attack on the four frigates ; 
this is, with respect to Spain, fulhl- 
liug the strictest rules of poetical 
justice ; though as to ourselves, we 
have some reason to complain, ihe 
booty enriched individuals ; the sub- 
sidy is extracted from the pockets of 
the people, On whom falls the pe- 
nalty incurred by the ill advised ra- 
pacity of- the minister, who devised 
the measure, 

Quicquid dflirant reives, plectuiitur 
Acliivi. 
If the current of wealth from Amer- 
ica be stopped or diverted, where 
are tliey to turn for resources '. Of 
Brazil, s»>ce the rejjioval of the Por- 
tuguese Court thither, we hear no- 
thing. A change of measures would 
have profitted that government more 
than 9 change of place. 'Jhe iie.\t 
month in all probability must decide 
the fate of Spain. We have already 
expressed our fears on their account, 
'riie circumstances that have since oc- 
curred have cojitributed but little to 
their removal. If they could not 
expel 40,000 men, how can they resist 
the hosts that will now attack them > 
"Yet we cannot but admire the high 
spirit which actuates them in tnis 
trying emergency. For indeed, we 
should not wish to ascribe the resis- 
tance of Spain to any other agency tlian 
to tlie V irtue and valour of her peo- 



ple ; we should not wish to ascribe it, 
even in part, to the monachism of 
that country (too long its real mmnt' 
c/iy) raising an ignorant and supersti- 
tious mass, in the defence of those 
revenues which they dread to lose 
by revolution ; and perhaps, in some 
degree, to Great Britain prompting 
tiiis resistance, with the immediate 
view of engaging (he attention of the 
enemy, and the ultimate pro'i^)»5Ct fi 
an El Dorado in Spanish Vhr.crica. 
No, be the resistance ascribed whol- 
ly to the virtue aud valour of the 
Spaniarfli, and to tlie pubhc spirit of 
liritons*. 

RUSSIA. 

This power still continues to jiursne 
the same path which it had followed 
before the meeting at Erfurth. Its 
union with France has been cement- 
ed ; and it appears to employ more 
vigour in the attainment of its poli- 
tical objects. Whether any new pro- 
ject has been devised to extcn<l its 
territory or second the views of the 

* While th€ above tvas putting to press, 
intelligence from Spain has aniied, <>( a 
iidtiire very ditfefent iniiefd fioni what 
the saiipuine expectHtion of tiiajij' han 
looked upon as certain, and what has 
been the ardent ii'ish of all. Bonaparte 
has rushed down from the Pyrenees with 
an army whose numbers U'e as yet know 
jMit of, but by their effects ; and has 
ssvept aivay fhe putnot forces with the 
jnipttuosity of an in-esistihie torrent. 
The sawe accounts ititormed us that the 
French were ^it Burgos and Valiaiiolid. 
Their intention evi<lently seems to be to 
prevent the liritiMh forces under Sir John 
Wooie in (he South, from forininp: a 
jiuiction with Sir D. Bairil's array in the 
North, and if possible to cnt them to 
pieces separately. ITlake's army is dis- 
persed. From Casta<)0s and Palafox «e 
hear nothing:. Sir John Moore is at Sa- 
lamanca with a part of his troops, whilst 
the rest are following by different course*, 
as the badness of the roads, and the difli- 
c\ilty of proi'urin^ sustenance pennir. 
hir D. Baird is at Astorga, The trans- 
ports arc ordered to r< main at Corunna, t« 
(h- ready for the worst. Such is the 
scene at present, liow it may change be- 
fore we nsain address the public, no one 
(hut one) can tetl. We can only express 
O'Xr wishes that the torrent may be check- 
ed ; by what njcaus, w* dan; jiot olftr even 
a eoiijcsture. 
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French Emperor \i yr-t uncertain. We 
are tolO of armies moving to llie fron- 
liei-s of Turkey ; that tlie disiriember- 
nient of some of tlie northern ))ro- 
vinces gf this empire, may liave con- 
stituted one of the topics of delilicr- 
atioii at Erfurlb, we can nudily be- 
lieve ; but we have not us yet grounds 
Irom which to (haw conclusions. 

SWEDEN. 

Sweden still maintains an unequal 
contest with her i)o\verful neighbour. 
If late accounts lie true, which how- 
ever are not yet fully confirmed, she 
has experienced a signal defeat, \ 
predatory war is still carried on in the 
frontiers" of Norway, atteixled wjtii 
various success, but" witli lew political 
cousequtntes. 

TURKEY. 

This nation displays a spirit of reform, 
originating wilhiti il>elf, and therelore 
ado|)ted. with less danger and great- 
er probability of success : yet, as the 
change depends on a single man, in 
the precarious office of vi/.ier, whose 
life IS so often at the mercy of an un- 
ruly and incensed soldiery, there is 
much reason to doubt of tlie ultimate 
success of his bold attempt. The Ja- 
nizaries though depressed must be a 
formidable body ; and the otFers made 
to them of exchanging the rights of 
their order for a private recompense 
may yet fail : for they must be sen- 
sible that by the dissolution of their 
body they not only lose their impor- 
tance in ihe state; but also surrender 
the onlj' means of receiving the pe- 
cuniary provision granted theni us a 
<omi)ensatiou. The means em})loyed 
to depress them by forming another 
body of the same nature-is but a tem- 
porising expedient: t)\e new levy may 
for a time be obedient to the Minis- 
ter, if he be a man of ability ; but 
theywill soon know their own strength, 
and prove more formidable because 
better trained than tlieir predecessors. 
The other changes are trivial. '1 he 
introduction of the European tactics 
will not be of any great service: in 
the practice of customs alien to their 
ancient habits and prejudices, they 
must be inferior to the European sol- 
dier, in whom they liave been engraf- 
ted, by long use. 'J'he Romans im- 
proved their armies by the imitation 
of foi:eign countries, but it was not 



a servile imitation which copies with 
out judgment ; they did not overturn 
their old system, from an innovating 
lliirst after novelty, but incorporated 
on it, those practices which experi- 
ence had shown could be advantage- 
ously applied. With respect to tlie 
internal government, the change of 
tactics is utiim|)orlant ; in a niilitary 
despotism, it matters little whether the 
inany-headed monarch rule by the 
bayonet or the sword. At the pre- 
sent moment, however, the vigorous 
< ondnct of Mustapha Bairactar may 
serve to ward olfthe impending blow 
that threatens from the north and west, 
lie hiis reduced the I'achas to obedi- 
ence ; he has appeased the .Servian 
I liiel ; he has punished the murderers 
of their former sovereign; he has in- 
troduced order in plate of confusion, 
and obedience in place of anarchy. 
l>ut degenerate as is the Ottoman go- 
vernment, it is to be feared that no- 
tliiiig but revolution or conijuest will 
work a change by which the situation 
ol the great mass of the people w ill be 
ameliorated, 

AUSTRIA. 

ibe views of this power seem not 
to be clearly understood. Before 
the meeting at Eifurth, Krancis was 
generally ttiought to he in a high 
degree inimical to the Erench emper- 
or. IJut, though he did not attend 
in person at that meeting, his inten- 
tions appear to be so tar pacific as 
to authorize the removal of the great- 
er part of the Erench troops collect- 
ed 'to watch his motions, to the new 
theatre of war ; yet, his acquiescence 
in the schemes of his powerful neigh- 
bours seems to be the result rather 
of sullen iuahility than cordial co- 
operation. Of tliis the I'rench Go- 
vernment appears, to be sensible, in 
all tlie public declarations of Bona- 
parte or his ministers a gieat degree 
i)t caution and reserve in respect 
to the situation of this Empire is 
observable. Scarcely yet recovered 
irom the dreadful blow received at 
Ulin and repealed at Ansteriitz, ag- 
gression on the part of Austria would 
be rashness. But it is not improba- 
ble, that the present military prepa- 
rations which have evidently excited 
much suspicion and distrust, are made 
nut so much, for present service, as 
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ti/ be ready to take advantage of 
any favourable combination of e- 
vcnts which may hereafter occur. 
But let it be remarked, that such 
conduct might also terminate in ut- 
ter ruin, and iinal extinction of her 
empire. Let her be lessoned by 
IJhn and Austerlifz. Let l)er ton- 
solidate within, by good government, 
and not riscjue lier existence, by spe- 
culating upon new Coalitions. 

The example of Spain may prove 
that the only effectual spring of re- 
.sisiance, the only pure source of in- 
dependence rests in the people ; Bona- 
parte has domineeieti over Kings 
and Emperors; he has been checked 
by a people contending for freedom. 

AMERICA. 

The embargo still continues in this 
country, nor can any change be ex- 
pected till the meeting of Congress. 
The election of the new president 
will then be "a trial of strength be- 
tween the parlies. In consequence 
of the interruption of communi- 
cation between the two countries, 
our knowledge of its internal situa- 
tion must be very imperfect. We 
have however reason to suppose that 
the contending parties are nearly ba- 
lanced, and that their mutual dissensions 
are every day increasing to a higher 
degree of animosity. But dissensions like 
these show an energy and superabun- 
dance of life in the body politic. They 
give employment and vent to the busy 
and active spnit of man, and- like tlie 
agitations of the ocean, which prevent 
it corrupting, they keep the mass from 
that stagnation, which forebodes tlj,e 
decay and death of liberty. Mtjisa^itut 
j)ujlem. "But the subjects of the By- 
zantine empire," says Gibbon, " wlio 
assume and dishonour the names both 
of Greeks and Komans, present a (/tuii 
uniformity of uhject vices, which are 
neither softened by the weakness of 
humanity, nor animated by the vigour 
of memorable crimes." Let modern 
nations dread such a situation rather 
than political dissensions, which, in 
reality, tend to the full developement 
of all their powers. 

ENGLAND. 

The insulting answer given by the 
English minister to the oeniand for 
inquiry made by the city of London 
has been attencied with effects very 
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different from the fond hopes of those 
who framed it, but highly worthy 
of the spirit of liberty with which 
every English subject should be ani- 
mate'd. Meetings have been held in 
several counties, and addresses sent in, 
all expressing, still more strongly than 
tliat which had been the mark of royaf 
disapprobation, the feehng of injured 
honour which pervades the country. 
Irritating as the answer has been, it 
will be 01 use. It will teach niinisters 
tliatthe feelings of a great anil free peo- 
ple are not to be trilled with ; that the 
public mind, so long paxalvzed with 
lalse terrors lias resumed its energy ; 
that there is a bond of union between 
every part of the kingdom, which, 
like a system of nerves bianthiug 
from the head and extending its rami- 
hcations to the remotest extremity, 
will cause an injury done to one part 
to be felt and resented by the whole. 
No answer has as yet been received 
to any of the county addresses, unless 
the frigid and laconic notihcation made 
by the minister of home affairs, to the 
deputation from Middlesex, deserves 
that name*. Bat though they may 
liot be answered, they will be felt. 

The court of inquiry is at present 
sitting on Sir H. Dahymple, and the 
Other officers. His conduct and ad- 
dress to the court will tend to diminish, 
though by no means to remove the od . 
uniitxcited against him. \\ hilehe ende. - 
vours to defend the convention itsei!, 
he openly imputes to Sir A. Welles- 
ley at least an equal share of respon- 
sibilily, which the latter officer en- 
deavours ineti'ectuatly to shake otf. 
Considered in this light as tenduigto 
disemburthen one general from the 
too great share of blame whidi was 
with such arlful and persevering in- 
dustry heaped upon his shoulders, and 
to destroy the false gloss with which 
the conduct of another general had 
with equal art aiid industry bten var- 
nished, the court of inquiry may be 
of use; but if this is the ini/uiri/ lield 
out 'u the answer to the citizens of 
Lon<loii, ifby th\i ilic charucicr of the 
country, and ihc honour of the royal 
urms is to stand or fall ; if this is to 
be the court of ultimate jurisdiction ; 
if ix military trlbmial is to decide on 
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ifucstipiis directing the toustitiition, 
gieat hulffil will' be the iiisull ; de- 
)<ia(l«l (he |(('a()le that will not 
lieeply resent and thoroiiglily a- 
vfKge it. Yet iiiuler such cin-um- 
Blances a* those (and we cannot but 
uguiii remark it) tlie parliauuBt lias 
been prorogued. A case so novel, so 
unexpected, so important was not 
thought siiHicieiit to flaim a present 
and thorough investigation ; but, if it 
is to be laid Ijefove the only tribunal 
which can conslitutioiially inquire 
into and decide upon it in ail its parts, 
it is tobe passed to in the regular rou- 
tine of business, as one of the usual 
orders of llie day. 

IRELAN D. 

The disturbances which have so 
long disgracetl the southern counties 
of tills K-ingdom, still exist; every pro- 
vincial paper contains a catalogue of 
Irocturnal depretlation, detection and 
pnnisluiient: yet neither the activity 
of the nvagistrates, the severity of the 
laws, nor the rigour of puilishuient 
check the evil. W^onld it not be 
time to try other mea-sures; to make 
the experiment, by substituting coo- 
riliatiott for severity, whether tlie spi- 
rit of turbulent iawlessiiess be a pro- 
pensity inherent in the national cha- 
racter, or iugrafti d into it by an in- 
jtidicious system of legislation >. 'These 
Kieluucholy and reiterated transgres- 
sions of tite public peace, have giv- 
en the Catholic clergy an opportunity 
of coming forward as Keace-m;d;ers'. 
Their ijrelates have gone through the 
most disturbed districts,.iucu icutiiig the 
doctrines of peace aud submission to 
the ttonstiluted aufborities. IJoes llie 
I'rotestam clergy f<>IIow the example > 
Does the archbishop i/nitate the ex- 
ample of bis spiritual brother, and 
aid bint in iireaching tlie doctrines 
common to Catholic aud Protestant, 
liie doctrine) of peace on earth, good- 
M ill towards man ? Do the beaeticed 
clergy, each in his spliere second the 
pious klboius of his superior ■ ))o 
tiiose who hold the oiVwe of magis- 
trate, pertijnn the office of protector 
as well as prosecutor .' We doubt not 
that they do all fhis : we cannot but 
suppt>se, tlwt though no public men- 
I'mii is made of their performance of 
tliesednties,fi»r which they are so libe- 
rally paid, liotitent w'Hh the approb;i- 



fioii of their own hearts, they unite- 
their private exertions with those or 
their Catholic brethreti. 'I'he Protes- 
tant clergy have much in their pbwer ; 
tliey can "do much to tranquillize the 
country, the modeadopted topay tliem 
is the cj)ief cause of grievance; the 
manner of collection, the iirintipai 
part of that grievance. This lies solely 
with themselves. Much, therefore, 
does it become them, in the present 
crisis, when every man makes soit«- 
sacrifice for the preservation of the 
state» to yield in part from their right, 
rather than to increase the outcry' by a 
rigorous, thougli legal exactiou of 
their full emohni<ents. 

"J'he inferior Protestant clergy have 
lately attracted some sliare of parlia- 
mentary notice. An act hax been'passe<l 
last Sessions for the amelioration of 
their state. The Archbishop of Dub- 
lin seconds the intention tif tlie le- 
gislature, by recommending, at his 
triennial visitation.tlie beneficed clergy 
in his diocese to pay the full salary 
to their curates. VVe doubt not that 
he enforces his precept by his ex- 
ample; and that by devoting som«; 
of his princely revenue to tliis work, 
of beiiei'oleiicp, lie proves that he 
does not impose burthens on others 
of whicli he decl'mes to take a share. 
The state of the clergy, Protestant. 
Catholic and Dissenting is capable 
of nmch amelioration ; policy as well 
as justice requires it to be done. 

Amid all the din of arms, and the 
disputes attendant on military atlairs, 
the philanthropist has toregretthat the 
attention of statesmen is too seldom 
turned to alfordin^ practical relief to 
the burthens of the people, if both 
the rulefs and the i-uled directed (heir 
views to this oiiject, they would do 
more to ameliorate the condition of 
mankind, and enjoy a more peaceable 
and bloodless victory, than by engag- 
ing in the contests of "the tente.d 
Held." Nay, by such measures internal 
security would'be best promoted, and 
foreign annojrauce more effectually 
frustrated. lor a people happy at 
home would be less likely to wish for 
a change of situation in hopes of bet- 
tering their condition. But unhappilj 
governors too generally lljiiik they have 
a distinct interest from the people, and 
what is gained by tliem is lost to them- 



1808.] 



Retraxit of Poliius, 



311 



selves, Tliey consider that a kind of 
glwry, falsi', liowever, unstable and 
sliorl-lived iu its nature, is vene;;ted on 
tlieni by the military acliievements car- 
ried oil under their auspices, and in a 
time of war they have favoinable pre- 
texts for laying additional taxes on liie 
people, antl thus increasing their pa- 
tronage and eniolunieiit bv " tlie 
cheesc-pariiigs of oliice," by whichthe 
cheese itself, the property of tiie peo- 
ple, is often essentially diminished. 

As a plan for removing u grievance, 
which presses heavily on the poorer 
classes of the couiniuiiity, we may re- 
fer to tiie subject of tithes as taken 
up by some counties during the pre- 
sent year. The county of Kerry lexl 
the «ay by a petition to parliament, 
and the Grand, Jury of the county Ar- 
magh, at the spring assizes of the pre- 
sent year, unanimously instructed their 
representatives to support a modili- 
cation of the tithe system in parliament, 
and alledged that exorbitant demands 
have been made by some of the cler- 
gy and their proctors in collecting 
tithe, " to the very groat oppression of 
their parisliioners, and tending at this 
time, in particular, to detacli the miiuls 
of his Majesty's subjects from their 
loyalty and attachment." 

'I'o this address the l>enetire(l clerjjy 
of the county Armagh reply, by call- 
ing upon tlie late gland jiiiy to sub- 
stantiate their charges, and as is com- 
mon to those wlio have a bad cause, 
they endeavour to draw oil' attention 
from their own proceedings, by al- 
lemptiiigto inculpate others, and in- 
stead of defending themselves on Ibe 
merits of tiieir case, allude to the rise 
of rents and couiitv rates, as a set oil' 
aguiiiit the landlortfs and grandjurors. 
At the summer assizes, fourteen of the 
grand jury had the resolution to sup- 
port tiie address of tlie former grand 
jury, and in answer to the buneliced 
clergy, being forced into a contro- 
versy about particular facts, they 
published an affidavit supporting 
an instance of an exorbitant rale 
of tithe demanded in the neiglibour- 
li«od of Newry. It is not our 
business to enter into tliis local 
controversy, but to take up the sub- 
ject on more general grounds. 

We dislike Uie aUempt, aui oniy 



practised on this occasion, but also 
very generally by the advocates for 
tittle, to render the subject more com- 
plex, by blendiirg with it other su^>- 
posed gi-ievances. I'ouiity taxes are 
sometimes, nay, perhaps oiteii impro- 
videiitly levied, l)ut if the clergy are 
seriously disposed to have the public 
burthen in this respect alleviated, let 
them then limiestly bring it (orward as 
a subject of separate consideration. As 
to the rents, there appears lio way «)f 
public interference, except by a vio- 
lation of private property, and an at- 
tempt at establishing an agrarian sys- 
tem. We cannot suppose the clergy- 
are serious in this plan, and that thmr 
view can be only to distract the public 
attention from looking too closely iivto 
the present mode of collecting titlie. 

Let us lake a short review of this 
subject, considered by itself. It 
is an oppressive tax on agiicultttre, 
and tends to jnevent the improve- 
ment of land. I'lom the manner of its 
being levied, it is partial in Us opera- 
tion ; as in many counties v. here gian- 
ing is mostly followed, in consetnience 
of the absurd vole of agislmen!, tire 
burthen falls almost exclusively on the 
small farm of the poor cotter, while 
the wealthy grazier pays a very small 
proportion. It differs from rent, 
which latter is of a more hxed kind, 
so that the occupier knows what he 
has to pay during his lease ; while if 
even a lease of titlie is given, it is only 
during incumbency, and we know that 
the clerical body are not unactiualntcd 
with the queans ot exchanging hvings, 
l>\ wliich they can lay aside a barf;ain 
ol this kind, if tliey suppose it to mili- 
tate against their interest. 

lUil over and above all these coiisida- 
rations, a greater hardship still remains. 
Many ot the iiihubitants ot this coun- 
try, and in many places tiie pinner 
ckisM.'s, especially, are not irjemtK-rs 
of the establishment. 'I'liese are pe- 
culiurly mconveiiienred by' having to 
support their own clergy, and pay 
tithe to a prie>thohd ot « (lyse iiy,iiiic- 
tiou they do not parti<;i))ate. 'I a gi •«; 
an instance near at home, in the island 
of Ratblin, on the northern coast of 
thi-> county, out of about one hundred 
and forty t.imilies, w hu a lew yei.rs ijgo 
Kihulnttd Uiij iil^uiU, mJWui'Lib gf wie 
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hundred and tliivty were Catholics. 
These paid 100<. per annum to their 
own priest, and thirteen-fourleenths 
of another 100/. per annum to the Pro- 
testant rector. In many other pa- 
rishes in Ireland, the proportion of 
Catholic inhabitants, it is presumed, 
bears a proportion eciually great. Is 
not this a grievance in many cases, 
bearing peculiarly hard on the poorer 
classes of our population. 

On tJie subject of the hereditary 
claim of tithes, the clergy have no 
right to immutability. No one is born 
a bishop or a rector. In this point of 
view tiie usufructuary claimants of 
tithe stand on grounds essentially dif- 
ferent from the proprietors of heredi- 
tary Moperty. 

In the general demand for investiga- 
tion into the late transactions in Portu- 
gal, we observe, not without some 
degree of self-debasement, the total 
silence of this country- Yet Irish 
soldiers have fought and bled and 
conquered at Vimiera. Ireland has 
had its share of the triumph and can- 
not but participate in the disgrace ; 
the character also of an Irish officer 
is invo)ved ; an officer holding a high 
ofljciai station in his native country; 
if unjustly involved in the disgrace 
of otiiers, ought we not to demand 
an inquiry tor the public declaration 
of his hmocence; if justly impli- 
cated, ought we not to call aloud 
for an inquiry which would satisfy 
the injured feelings of a nation, 
whose darling birth-right is unim- 
peached valour, and a high-wrought 
sense of inborn honour. Yet Ire- 
land is silent.. ..neither a feeling of 
native dignity, nor the example of 
a sister kingdom has roused her from 
a state of torpid ^ipalhy. 

Alasl poor cmmtry. 

Almost afraid to know itself!.,.... 
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Decree q/ the Kins qf Holland, revnl:ins^ the 
pef ^.lission to export certain commodities, 
nih, Oct. 1808. 

" f. .ill exportation is suspended until 
frirtlitr ordtis. 

** 11. The supetihtendance of the coast 
shall be divided into three districts : 1. 
I'jom th<" Helder to the island of Walche- 



ren, 'hall be eoinmande<l by General Dn- 
inoiiocau. 2. From the Helder to Har- 
lineen by Admiral De Winter. 3. From 
Harlitigen to the Jahde, by General Cas- 
tanet. 

" III. Theoommanding Generals shall 
be personally responsible for the execution 
of the existing measures relating to the 
total shutting of the ports' of the kingdom, 
the communication with the enemy, as 
well as for all those we may hereafter or- 
der. There shall be a daily report made 
by them to the minister, or immediately to 
ilie King; and they ore required to give 
an account of the negligence or disincli- 
nation of the civil and military agents. 

" IV. All fishing boats shall be com- 
pelled to return to the place from whence 
they sailed, and they shall not be admitted 
any where else, even under the pretence 
that they have received damage. If they 
shall be found to have any pi-oofs of hav. 
ingrommunicatedwiththeenemyonboai'd, 
such as strangers not belonging to their 
crews; the least package of merchandize 
of any kind ; letters or newspapers, they 
siiallbecomethepropertyofthe civil or nii- 
litarj' authorities whoassist in sei/mgthem, 
as .soon as the legality of the seizure shall 
ba»e been determined by the Judge, who 
must pronounce a definitive sentence iji 
the course of fifteen days at farthest. 
" V. All merchant vessels, whether bear, 
ins the Dutch or a foreign flag, which 
shall attempt to enter any of the harbours 
or ro.-Hds in the above-mentioned districts, 
shall he warned off by a boat, and appriz- 
ed that they will be fired upon if they at- 
tempt to enter. 

Xhe President Jeffersoji'j Aitsteer to the 
Dissent of the Hepuhliiansfrom tlie Pro- 
<eeiiiiu;s of the To-cn of Boston, relative 
to llie Kmbnrno, 

" 1 have duly received the address of 
that portion of the citizens of Boston who 
have declared their approbation of the 
present suspension of Our eOmmerce, and 
their dissent ftom the representation .of 
those of the same place, who wished its re- 
moval. A division of sentiment was not 
unexpected : on no question can a perfect 
unanimity he hoped, or certainly it would 
have heen Ob that between war and em. 
bargo, the ouily alttrnativespresented to 
our choice ; fur the general capture of our 
vessels would bare been waropononeside, 
which reason and interest would reoel b}- 
War and .-epri.sal on our part. 

" Of f lie several interests, comprising 
those of the United States, that of manu- 
factures Winild of course prefer to war a 
state of non-interconrse so favourable to 
their rapid gro-.vth and prosperity. 



